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Postal Regulatory Gommission
Washington, D.C. 20268-0001

NOTTCE OF FTLTNG UNDER 39 U.S.C. S 404(d)

TO THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE

Please take notice that on August 26,2011, the Commission received a petition
for review of the Postal Service's determination to close the Watson post office located
in Watson, Alabama. The petition for review was filed by Lori Rich Parsons (Petitioner)
and is postmarked August 23,2011.

This notice is advisory only and is being furnished so that the Postal Service may
begin assembling the administrative record in advance of any formal appeal
proceedings held upon the alleged (closing/consolidation) for transmittal pursuant to
39 CFR S 3001.113(a) (requiring the filing of the record within 15 days of the filing with
the Commission of a petition for review), The Postal Service's administrative record is
due no later than September 12,2011.

OS hana M. Grove
Secretary

Date: August 29,2011
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To whom tt May concern at the postat Regutatory commission , /) à, I | -l V
REfiF-TV i:ìl

community. lt is also the only "shelter bus stop" wit The Watson PO has provided

effective and efficient services to the community for o provided excellent seruice to
the "discontinued" postal customers of the Brooksid after their PO was condemned
due to a flood. On April 29,2OOg the USPS conducted a meeting to discuss the new CPU that was to be located in
Brookside. The outcome of the meeting was that no one ¡n Watson was in favor of the move. All the "upgrades" that
were mentioned are nonexistent - no more parking is available there than currently at Watson. Actually fewer seruices

are available at the new CPU - they do not accept debit/credit cards at that location, they do not have additional hours

as advertised. As a customer that only uses a debit card I would never be able to buy stamps/services at that location.
Why was the community of Watson not given the same consideration to operate a CPU? When was the town hall

meeting for Watson? lt states in several documents that the lease was set to expire at the end of 2009 for the Watson

PO, when ít actually had already been renewed to extend it to 2013. The Brookside PO was the one that was not going

to get ¡t lease renewed. The Watson PO was never suppose to have been considered for consolidation. lt actually had

more revenue than the Brookside PO. The elected officials of the City of Brookside have continued to solicit the move of
the Watson PO. lt is not in the best interest for the community and the greater county of Jefferson County to close the
Watson PO. lf you review all the responses no one will move to the CPU and will then be added to an already

overcrowded Gardendale PO. Almost all will then be added to a delivery route that will then require that an additional
resources will be needed at the Gardendale location to accommodate the deliveries and service. The documents are not
truthful - the Brookside has no growth and the Watson area was recently quoted in the Birmingham News for 9%

growth while the City of Brookside was a negative Yo. Why would you close a PO that is in a growing area to move it to a

stagnant area? The USPS management team at the Birmingham home district office has continued to state that the final
determination was going to be determined by the wants of the customers. The customers have spoken that they do not
want to move to a PO that is not able to accommodate them and they do not have additional services to offer. lf the
USPS made decisions based up customers maybe the overall revenue would not be declining a steady pace.

Also - when this first came to public knowledge that the USPS was considering this consolidation - it actually was

already a signed contract. The reasoning for the "sole source" is not a valid or lawful bid process. lt was stated the
reason the Watson community was not included was because they were not going to be affected yet then the reason for
the "sole source" was that the City of Brookside had already built the building to accommodate both PO.

I look forward to hearing from you

Lori Rich Parsons PO Box 158 Watson, AL 35181
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To the
Postal Regulatory Commission
901 New York Avenue N W Suite 200
\lVashingfon, D C 20268-0001
My nams is,
George W Miller Jr P.O. box 87 Watson Al. 35181

I hereby oppose the proposedclosing of the Watson Al. Post Office ( 35181 ) for a
ru¡rnber of reasons. There was a flood at the town of Brookside Al. and the U.S. post
offtce closed it and moved its customers to our post ofifice at Watson Al. That should
have been the end of it. The town of Brookside Al. then started negotíating with the
Postal service personnel in Birmingham Al. Wanting them to allow Brookside to open a
C.P.O.post officç. The postal service personnel then sent out a notice of ameeting to be
held at the Brookside Town Hall and explained its reasons why they should allow
Brookside to operate a C.P.O. and move Watson customers to Brookside. Inthis notice
that was posted there were a lot of mis-information narneþ tlre distance from Watson to

cost of allowing the C.P.O.to open and others which

200eandanumberorpostar*,,,,"å'#;ï:åiï'åiä"XÏrîåTti"iäåt#t"?å
inf,ormation and I was not satisfred with the 4nswers. In my opinion some information
that was in the notice was put in to justiS'their proposal to close our 

'lVatson post offrce.
There is one other piece of information that I feel you should look into . The meeting

that was held on April the Z9ú . by the postal service personnel at the Brookside town hall
was to discuss the proposal to close the Watson Post offrce and move us to the C.P.O. at
Brookside . No action was supposed to be t¿ken until sometime after the community
could have their voices heard. The C.P.O. contract between the U.S.Postal Service and
The Town of Brookside Al. was signed on April the 28ù 2009 the day before the meeting
was held. Atthe meeting the question was asked if the post offrce personnel had already
decided to open the Brookside C.P.O and close the Watson post offrce and we were
assured that no decision had been made and would not be made until our opinions were
carefully gone over. FOR STIAME,FOR SIIAME. I wonder what the postal service
would have wanted to do to rne if the situation \ilere reversed? Is there any wonder why
there is so little confidence in government? If I did anything like this I could not hold my
head up . I would not want to face people.

I am attaching a copy of a letter I sent Mr. Office
operations area 111 ). I used it ûo speak atthe kside
town hall. Mr. Allison was at this meeting.

I respectfrrlly ask that the rWatson 41. 35181 Post office be kept open and respectfully
ask why the United States Postal Service would hold a meeting to heæ the voices of a
community askíng that their post offrce be kept open knowing that in fact the C.P.O.
contract was signed the day before?

George W Mller Jr



Michael A Allison
Manager, Post Office operations Area 111

Dear Sir,
My name is George W Miller Jr. I have been living at2076 Republic

Road, Post offrce box 87 Watson Al. 35181 since 1965.I was raised appox.
One mile from here in Republic Al. and the Watson post office was open
even then . Although I do not know how long the V/atson post office has

been in existence, I can say for sure that the Watson Post Office has been
open for at least 65 years but I believe 70 years plus. The post office is
appox. 400 yards from my home and is easily accessible to myself and wife
both of which are 65 years old . I said all that to say this,

l---The Watson Post office has endured for aPWx, W / o I
2---T\e Watson Post Office has never been closed for

a---war
b--flood
c---hurricane or tornado
d-famine or any other diaster

3-.-The Brookside Post Office was closed because of a flood, not the
Watson Post OfÏice.

/€,+/¿3'

4--if the Watson Post Office wasi closed because of ftrooding or any other
diaster, and the Post Office department decided it was better not to
re-open it and move Watson customers to Brookside, then I would not
have opposed it. Again, the Brookside Post Office was closed, not
Watson's Post Office.

5---I do not think the town of Brookside should be running a Post Office. I
feel the United Súates Postal Senice should be running it.

6---Brookside's customers have already been moved to Watson's Post
Office and are already being served there.

Thank you for allowing me to express my opinion,
W Miller Jr.
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Travel, Retail and Temporary Services Category Management uenter

April 28,2009

TOWN OF BROOKSIDE
2711 Municipal Lane, PO Box 142
Attn: Roger McCondichie
Brookside, AL 35036-0142

RE: Contract No. 2BCPAC-09-B-0145
Firm-fixed Contract Postal Unit, Brookside, AL

f am pleased to award you a firm'fixed CPU contract for the above-referenced location. You will be

paid atthe annual rate of $60,000.00 as outlined in Part 1.1 of yourcontract, Pleaserefertothe
above-referenced contract number on all future corespondence.

Before your CPU can start operations, our office must receive written notification from the

USPS CPU Coordinator that all training and site specification requirements have been

complied with and accepted by the Postal Service. ln addition, you must submit an oriqinal

bond to vour COR (see Attachment 1 of your contract).

Within 15 calendar days after receipt oí this lett-er and contract document, you must complete the
following:

. Obtain and submit to the COR an original surety bond in the amount of $5,000,00, completed by a

surety company approved by the U. S. Treasury Departrnent. The Approved Sureties Listing

Treaéury Circuiar 570 can be found on the lntemet at http:/iwww.fms.treas.qoy/c570/index.html.
Enclosed is a Contract Postal Unit bond form, with your contract number on it for your use.

. ln accordance with the payment clause of your coniract, payment for operation of the CPU will be

made by Electronic Funds Transfer GfD. You must complete the enclosed direct deposit form-

Upon cómpletion of the direct deposit form, by both yourself and your financial institution, the

original form should be sent to the address on the top of the form.

As the Contracting Officer for this CPU, I have designated as my authorized Contracting Officer"s

Representaiive (COR):

. Postmaster
Gardendale
1752Deralur HwY
Gardendale, AL 35071-9998
205.631.3410

A copy of ihe COR Notice of
tion to contract Performance is

enclosed.

.r.ìo¿J s t,..\tìKDR RD S'ru 4tX)

.\tjRolÈ¡, co s00l,l-1500
rr,lx: (303) 7{l-l2il

Rcv. 07. I 8/08
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743-1258

of the coR s authority is its limitations. under no circumstance

ould affeã tfre duration'of the contract or the contract price- Please

cnanges tiråiwãuf¿ affect the overall time of performance or the

s that .ãnnot be resolved with the COR. The contract will continue

as provided in the Termination on Notlce clause'

prease note that arthough the postmaster has been appointed as the coR for this contract' the usPS

cpu coordinator, stevie B Mason, ¡s respôns¡ule for ihe coordination of this cPu project through its

còmp¡et¡on. He may be reached at 205'510'0745'

we appreciate your inierest in meeting our requirements and we rook fonrvard to a mufually successful

contract. rf you have any questions pertainin!-to you,. contract, prease contact Linda cooper at (303)

Linda G

cc:

Lvlo s P^RKËR RD S'IE 100

,\URÔR^ co s00l+3500
F..\X: (l0lÌ ?dl-1151

Postmaster/COR
GPU Coordinator

Contracting Officer
Contract Põstal Access Channels

Rev. 07. l8/08

























Posta I Regulatory Comm issio n

901 New York Avenue NW Suite 200

Washington, D.C. 20268-0001

subject: opposition to closing the watson, Alabama Post office 35181

Dear Commission Members:

I was informed by a neighbor that the Watson, Alabama Post Office (Zip code 35181) is

scheduled to be closed and a limited amount of services transferred to the Brookside, Alabama

post Office. I am a small business owner who works out of a home office. I emphatically oppose

the clOsing of the Watson Post Office for a number of reasons:

1. The new location is substantially farther from my home.

Z. The new location, unllke the Watson Post Office will not be able to conduct business

and personal mailings, purchasing of stamps, boxes, and other shipping materials with

debit cards or credit cards creat¡ng a situation where both my wife and I will be forced

to travel to Gardendale, Alabama which is even farther in order to conduct routine

business.

3. The existing (Watson) Post Office serves as a shelter for more than a half dozen children

at the school bus stop in front of the post office. This shelter will be lost upon the post

offlce closing.

In addition to opposing the closing of the Watson Post Office, I would like to formally complain

about the process that has transpired thus far that has led to the apparently imminent closure

of our post office. lt is my belief that the USPS entered into contract negotiations with the

MayorÆown of Brookside to combine the Watson and Brookside Post Offices in Brookside

many months prior to even notifying the residents of Watson, Alabama that this action was

even being considered. I find it unconscionable that USPS actually signed the contract for such

change wlth the Town of Brookside on April 28,zot1- and after the fact held a meeting with the

residents of Watson, Alabama on April 29,2o1-l- advising that the change was still in a proposal

status in order to obtain Watson residents' concerns in this matter. lt is readily apparent that

the concerns, challenges, and expense that this change will incur upon residents of Watson, as

well as a number of the residents of Brookside were never a consideration by either the USPS

or the mayor of Brookside. The following represent some additional issues that should be

considered in making your final decision:

1. There exists a discrepancy in the amount of savings that will be gained by closing down

the Watson Post Office. This should be resolved using the following information/criteria:

a. The population of Watson is increasing while the population of Brookside is at

best static
b. Without the ability to use debit/credit cards, which has become a universal form

of payment, the actual business generated by the Brookside operation will be

minimal.

Page 1 of 2



August 22,2011

Po stal Re gularity Commission

This letter is in reference to the possible closing of the Watson Post Ofüce.

I am employed by one of thetrw businesses in this area and we are in need of a local post
office for our business mailings. I use this post office for both my personal use as well as

comp¿uty mailings. The closest post offrce would be 11 to 14 miles away and I am only 1

mile from the Watson post office. I work inthis ofñce full time with only very part time
help, the other post office is also approximately 8 red lights away. A trip to the away
post office takes time away from my offrce.

Since I married into a family from this area I also know a lot of these people are
elderly and do not wish to drive in that area or are simply unable to do so, and their needs

are seryed by having a local post office.

Fieldstown Road Self Storage



To whom it may concern,

\Me have po box 81 at the Watson post offrce. 
'We 

are Against the closing of the Watson

post office. We do have delivery available to our house address but do to mail not

ariving and mail theft we decided to get a Po box several years ago in our local area

which is Watson. We have no longer had problems receiving mail sense the purchase of

the po box. We understand the neéd in saving money but by shutting downthe post office

this will mean that we will have to frnd another branch to get a Po box and we would

have to send change of address. It has been said ttrat we could go to Brookside or

Gardendale. For one the Brookside offrce is out of ow way and Gardendale is already

getting over crowded which makes it more time consuming and inconvenient. As we

ãu,,"ñry see with the Gardendale office you would have to look into the installation of

more pó boxes which could lead to an expensive renovation of the building seeing how

people in Mount Olive aheady had to move to this ofñce andthe possibility that

ici,',tettv will have to do the iu-.. It seems to us when you think of the overall expense

that it *o.rt¿ make it more cost effrcient to let the Watson post offrce to continue serving

their community. Also in case you arc not aware this post offrce is a bus stop for the local

children and shâfters them from the elements as they wait for the bus' So please do not

shut downthis offrce.

Sincerely

Don and PennY Allred

il,*ntLl



August 22,2011

Postal Regulatory Gommission
901 New York Avenue NW Suite 200
Washington, DC 20268

RE: Closing of the Watson, Alabama Post Office

I am writing in hopes of getting reconsideration about closing our local post otfice.

I know that we are a small community, but one that is located in an area that, in my

opinion, will be growing by leaps and bounds soon. we have a major highway

Oãlng completeð, ttrat w¡¡ibring much traffic to the area and housing developments

are springing uP all around.

From my visits to the post office, I hear customers stating that they come to Watson

because of the convience and smalltown atmosphere'

l, also, am hearing that the Watson customers will not be going to the Brookside CPO

ii-r in" þast, there 
-has 

been speed traps in Brookside, which most people are aware of

ánO wùl noidriue in that area. Also, until Brookside annexed a convience store into

their town a few months ago, you could not buy a sott drink nor a gallon of gasoline

in Brookside. At least, Wãtso'n has always had a store with gasoline and groceries'

Watson post office is very visable to the travelers in the area and accessible.

At Watson, I can purchase stamps and mail my packages and pay with my debiU

credit card. That is not the case at Brookside CPO'

lf Watson closes, I will not go to Brookside and I will not drive to Gardendale, which

is 6 or 7 miles away, so you will lose my $56.00 a year and l'm sure others too.

Maybe the Post Ofiice is doing so well, it doesn't need my money.

Thank you for any consideration you will give to this matter.

Sincerely,

íl -:ll't, ' l't |n^ i-.f ,í,,-* / lL,L /.,r/ /i / ?-<,+z-
Luther M.. MYers /



Postal Regulatory Commission
901 New York Avenue North West Suite 200
lVashington, DC 20268-0001

To whom it may concem:

My name is Jane Meadows and my post office address is P.O Box2, Watson, Alabama
35181. I oppose to the closing of the Watson, Alabamapost office. This post office has a
good record of giving very good service to its customers and that is the reason that other
towns come to our post office for their mailing service and is not out of their way of
traveling through ow neighborhood to go shopping or on their way to work. I feel like
the r post offrce has been not done right because of wrong infonnation given about our
post office and neighborhood. It was so much untruths in the letter that was sent to me
from the postal service that was not true. \V'e have 14 businesses in our areathatuse our
post office. The post office has the equipment to handle our mailing needs and very good
service. Please reconsider and keep our post office open. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Jane Meadows



Postal Regulatory Commission
901 New York Avenue North West Suite 200
Washington, DC 20268-0001

To whom it may concern:

Myname is Irene Brake and my address is P,O.Box 5, Watson, Alabama 35181. I
oppose the closing of the Watson post offltce.
This post oftice is in a very convenient location and has easy assessable parking space,

includíng the handicapped. The post offlrce has always been open to the public and has a

very good record and proficient mail delivery. I know economy is bad right now, but I
feel that closing our post office will be a loss for the govemment. I feel like we wasn't
treated fairly and the false information that was given about our neighborhood and post

offrce was entirely wrong. I am asking you to keep our post office open and I am

speaking for the entirely area, they feel the same way. Our community has access to I-65
for working people and ontheir way home or to work if they necd to mail or buy stamps

of money orders it don't take but a few minutes to do that because of the post offrce

location that is in seeing distance about 300 feet from the heavily travelçd road. We ask

you to reconsider and keep our post office open. Thank you.

Sincerely,

V -z-a.7--€-t ã
Irene Brake

A

ll
i,



Postal Regulatory Commission
901 New York Avenue North West Suite 200

Washington DC 20268-0001

To whom itmay concern:

My name is Melton Brake and my address is P0 Box 5, Watson, Alabama 35181. I
strongly oppose to closing of the Watson Post Offrce. My family and I have lived in this

ro111-"oity all my life. This post office has served many surrounding nearby areas, even

strangers passing through our town for years. It has never been closed due to any

disasær. fnr port officè is so convenient and has a good reputation of excellent service

to its people.

The Brookside Post ofñce was flooded as you know and its customers were transferred to

our post offlrce for postal service before the New CPO post office was built in Brookside.

The'^Brookside people used the Watson post office before Brookside's post office was

built, What was wrong with that idea? Why couldn'tthatplan stay that way without a

new post offîce in Brookside, if you wanted to save money.

There are people from Graysville, Brookside, Republic, Daisy City, Blossburg,

Gardendale, that use ou¡ Watson post office daity because they have all the equipment at

Watson for mailing. We were nof inforrned that we needed at that time more boxes which

we had room for and would have been less expensive for the government to pursue than

the new one at Brookside that was built You talk about saving money you could have

saved the government money by doing that, I feel like we were done wrong by all the

misinformãtion that I read iá tle letters that were later sent out to us about our post offrce

and community. There we 14 businesses in our community that use our post office and is

\iery convenient for them. We need our post ofTice in this centralized location and we ask

yoo to consider the real re&son for closing of our post office. Thank you for taking the

iime to readthis letter. We the people of the'Watson community and surrounding

communities ask you to keep our post ofñce open' Thank you.

Sincereþ,

--' 
'Ì L{,Í*/}ñti, [i,'rlq-

Melton Brake













Uear +rr ul [V¡aiiÈiin.

I am vlntrng tn response to me atempted closure ot fìe Vvatson Post Uftlce. i am st¡ll in
comclctc Ciiaõrncrncnt with the cl+lur-c of said Polt Offcn for n nn!'rinC cf lc¡scn. Thc main !'cî:on_- --__-J'

.!!-JL --- Ll-- a-^-l .--l-r !- --- 
aL-aa-ll- .,-J-.- ÁAÁt r- - n-J- l¡-

fñai s¡-touici ile piji îonn oi-t Ii-tÉ iocal polr-tl is one rnal lalls u¡loeÍ ru ru .)çuilol i .ry ut u re u.ù. L,uue - t\u
-*^ll õ^^+ artfì-^ '¡,ill ¿-^ ^t----â.1 F^F +l,r^ ^f é^ ^4^- +in^ -l'-fi^i+ìiiíii;ii í-ú.ti.vittaÇ rt¡r¡ v9çtvùeu lvr ai19'PqiPeov-si qll vPerq(rliV qelrer(.

I a¡¡-r rlirr.jcr 'tire iiripr'essic.rr rtirai'rl ¡is is a uu¡ ¡t¡rìuiii-rue cri tlie ¿i'r+irrpietj ufusuie bauk ir rAptii t.ri

2009 during the opening of the Brookside CPO, f feel the fact that the original contract was signed prior

to the meeting set torth by the Postal Service (contact signed on Apr¡l 28"' and meet¡ng on April 29), it is

apparent that a .decislcn Ì.{râs made tc close the r"Â.latscn Fost Cffice befo¡'e a rneeting, set up b';, the

Postal Service, is in ciireci violaiion of your very own rules anei reguiaiions. Thai is as unproÍessional as
^^¡ nt--4^ ^-h-:j*- ÉLÃ ¡ê-^ ¡L*!,..^ L^-a :- t^r-L-- LÂ,¡: *ê :*ú^-li-* ^¡ l-..:Ê- 4^.."- ^-:!yoij CAf f gGa. --isAÐtj l1j'i iÐiuGt itiÈ ldL'.- Utçl¡- yyd t!51É lll cvs!ìJtJll !lgvE llLJ llllgll(lul! Lrl lãyllIg LlLrcvl! sllL¡

rolling over on this issue. We will fight for our Post Office as long as we deem necessary.

I am inclucting ã rropy of my original le.tter from April 2009. for reference in fhe debacle of
infrcrmation gather¡ng that began this roller coaster of an adventure that is the attempt at closing the
vvalsut r rusI L,,tì¡çe.

ihanf you, in advance, for your time and consideration. i hope to hear some positive news in
the near fr lfr tre

SÍneereS3ro

\ 'í .,.
+],lrl

in''o,J -. | [¿;u},l
I Ul ryd rl¡l¡ls
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I am writing in response to tne attempted closure of me vvatson Post unlce. t am sflll ln
complete dlsag.'eement .¡¡ith the closure +f said Pcs-t Office fcr a nyriaC cf reason The rnain !"ees,cn

iirai shouicj oe put fo¡ih on tire focai poii"rt is erre tl-rai Íaiis un,iei 'iûi b Seciioii 3Û of ihe U.S C'ode - äo
-*^ll n^^+ a\gi^^..,i¡l h^ ^l^^^-l 5^- ¡l^â ^f ^É ^Ê^- +;Fã .Jôfi^ii
õ¡iiqi¡ i ùÈL vir¡9ç lvrrr ævrvsvv rsi (rlu iru!Pvùv v! qli v¡;çrqulrV vç¡lvrl,

iarii ul'¡eiei'i,iie irr-rpressicn'rìiaiii-iis is a uü¡ri¡riuãtìrie oî tire eti+lirpiec cicsute i;ack i¡i Aptii c'i

2009 dui-ing the epening cf the Brooksicie CPO. I fee! the fact that the original contract u;as sig;'ied pricr

to the meettng set torth by the Postal Servlce (contact signed on April2S'' and meettng on Apnl 29), it is

apparent that a d+cision r.,..ras made to closa the \¡,ratson Post Cffice befora a meeting, set up by the

Fostaiservice, is in direci vìolaiion ef yor,lr very ewrr rules anci reguiaiions. Thai is as unprofussionai as
^^¡ nt--^^ -^^^il-- ¡L* r--r !L^! ,..ê L^-- ;* !¡!-+:-- Lè,.^ :- i:!-É!i:- ^€ l*.,;-- r--"* -*Jyûii Cäìì Eêi. ¡-'iËãSe tú¡SiQef aiiË l¿ãua iiiqt we ilGlÉ iil Vcãa-úai i¡äVc -ú iaiaÈ¡rtiLrir lrl r@yrrrv uuvvrI érru

rolling over on this issue. We wifl fightfor our Post Office as long as we deem necessary.

I am ineluCing a copy of my 6¡gi¡ai letter from Apn'l 2U09, fcr refe-rence in the debacie cl
infor"mation gathering that began this roller coaster of an adventure that is the attempt at closing the
'rjvAisutÌ F.UUI lJìll{-:€.

Inank you, in acfvance, ibr yûur time anci cûnsiderEtion. i nope iû hear some positive news in

the nearf lhlre

È!tncÉlfGilY"

¡\eät5



August23,2011

Itr^ PesTAL ?//zrn?áSLD4læAc€e¡3
¡s++qke-ewtn ?ot' /{/¿j¿¿tfc' zÞa
Biqmm€h€nå +€Ê03 LU,+-t ozêy
Dear Sir:

SOI+TAN [-awn Gare SON-TAN Lav,,n Care
P.O. Box 34
Watson. AL 35181

I am wnting to you to voc¿lize my displeasure for the inappropriate research and knowledge that you
provided in your proposal to close the Watson Post Office. There are several inaccuracies and/or
nrisleading points scattered throughout the proposalwhich I will point out lreiow.

The problems that I find most disturbing are as follows:

Page '1, 3d paragraph, second sentence and following:

Ii -qiaies tirai s¡:'ace is ìir-rii+o âil<.i cel iiia''i acc,¡l^r¡ì-ro-4e'ie ti¡e [Jrt;:'i.sirie b¡."e=ç

(li was brought up, by íhe present building landlor-ds, that a plan was conceived that would
renovate the Watson Office in order to handle all of those boxes plus more during the town hall meeting
heid at the Brookside Gity Hail.)

li etates theie is oilir.,ene paikir-r-ç spee ,: iii,ailable

Cfhere is only one MARKED space but plenty of room for sevei'al vehicles. I have personally
seen five to six vehieles, nct counting the employee's vehicle, there at one time on many oceasions.
The present landlords also addressed this issue in offering to put in extra spaces if needed as they oln
property on both sides of the building.)

LJ;-rci-r lei,iettring 5r5Lr¡ evr:i"¡ SLi!ì,L:f cluesiicr-riiaiies, \,Cr! staie tliat iiieie ,¡ere ii$ ¡¡11 ¡l 4¿
iÈïLiine.a -ÊLtl/e\iÈ.. iltal i¡i,ei'e i-i-/L ii'ì îa\,ùt- oi !i:e ¡.;lr:Do.çal,

(The Postal Service seems content on proceeding against the apparent desire of the people.)

Page 3, Section ll, 4ü sentence and following:

The ptaposaì in::piieS that the:i-ily pecprle'il¡iat lir¡e in \¿Vet-qon ¿=rre reiiied, íain*¡cr*, anc'i.liose
v,,hr^ ''^¡üi'ir ¡ut=ide the ccmmui-rity.

(Notwithstanding the population of Watson has it's fair share of retirees, so does Brookside. As
for tãrmers, lf having a basic garden is what you quatify as a farmer you are not thinking as most of
society thinks, in my personai opinion. Lastly, most people work outside the communíty in Watson and
Brookside as the amount of commercial industry in both communities is minimal or none for the most
part.)

Tlre proposal states there are no rciigious instututions in the cemmunil¡r.

(Mineral Springs Baptist Church is on the main road through the heart of Watson and has
been in the comrnunity since the 4"' Sunday in June in the year of '1898. lt is actually the oldest actlve
church in the Southem BaptistAssociation.)
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['.,Si: rC=l.Seg ii'i,_iii:ie ,a..iì,i\'S. l-r::;i;.aìie !iC:,,,:;l:: 'i'iil,-.i:.ii' -1 
¡,.r,,i- I rr j (-.-'¡r¡.;¡, 1:i1.'"

(Even though those are the only ones listed, there are several home based businesses within

the community. I am the owner of SON-TAN Lawn Care. I vrork mostly in the Gardendale area, but am

based out of my home here in Watson. I am under the impression that there are several other home

based businesses in the community but am unaware of there names or services.)

ReSiCAi¡i:tClVri;t:,:rl-, '.r-ei,¿: iC, 1..,-eril.,"v -tr-r;-,':r 
¡ri-ii-iiiic:S-ialr¡-,iit;I:r''i ,:: r:':'.;r=r":'..'-e

(This statement implies that the Watson residents must go outside the community for the

majority of their needs and Brookside is self-serving. Brookside's retail sales for general seruices are

almost identical to that of Watson, meaning they too must trave! cutside of th.eir community for the

majority of their servtces.)

Page 3, Section lV and following:

j-hr: econemic,.ai'ir-igs fii'rhe cfc,,sl!-rç :f rir. Vrr:tscir [:wt í-;iii:e is 'i42':l-'i 0C allC ihe s¡i'itrgs

Íer ii.ie cÍcslip cf ti;.+ Brc;l',sice Pcst Off¡ce is $ 43.1;51.iie íor a garc !.¡.=jo $tì5 i:i2.i;t in s;e'''iiiajs io
ine r-lliteo Siaie*c l-'o:,i;! S*rvice,

(My math may be off a little since high school; however, that savings total cioes include the cost

to the United -States Pcstal Service for the managing graup of the new proposed CPO The rumor mill

from a retíred postal worker claims that the contract would start out in the $60,000.00 range - range

meaning it could be less, or it could be more. Thusly the savings that is proposecl is not anywhere in the

neighborhood of $85,502.00)

in summary I wculd like to say that, as a business cwner and long-tÌme resicjent of Watson, I

am highly disappointed at the apparent tack of aceurate information gathering by a Government

Agency. When you begin to try and change the way a community is running by ignoring the people's

vcice, it becomes atanning. I have alsc been info¡-med that a citizen of \Â,/atson asked tc receir'e

documentation to suppor"t this proposal and was denied immediate access She was made to request

all documentation through the legal red tape. It is quickly begÍnning to seem as if this proposal is on the

fast track to becoming a reality I real2e that some things have to be done in a proper manner however

not being helpful in something of this magnitude goes beyond being specific and borders on being

hindering.

That being said I am againsi the proposal to close ihe Watson Post Office in any manner due

to the perceived desire to mislead or rnisrepresent the residents whc are going to be affected the most.

Thank you for your time anC consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Thomas Nails
Owner/Operator SON-TAN Lawn Care












